THE  SUN  AND   THE  SERPENT

people of ancient Media, and the neighbouring
countries, which has already been referred to,
must have led to a very early development of trade
with the Persian Gulf.

The Asnras were actively engaged in " The
Churning of the Ocean/' * which is but an alle-
gorical description of sea-borne commerce in its
early days.

It is probable that the Mandara mountain, said
to have been used in^he churning process, repre-
sented a ship, described in the florid and exag-
gerated manner of Oriental poets.

The chariot of Varuna, the sea-god, is repre-
sented as having been drawn by three-headed
Nagas.2

Before the Aryas, or Devas, could engage in the
" Churning of the Ocean/1 they were obliged to
apply for the help of the Asuras.3 Then we find
that Hari (Vishnu) told the Devas that, in order
to obtain the assistance of the Daityas, in " churn-
ing the ocean," they must be at peace with them,
and promise to give them an equal share of the
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produce.4 At a later period than that here re-
ferred to, in the time of Manu, both Devas and
Nagas probably engaged in commerce, and laws

1  Mahabharata, Adi, Astika, p. xviii.

2 Harivansa, Langlois, II. 421.

3 Mahabharata, Adi, Astika, p. xviii.

4 Vishnu Parana, I. ix. 75.
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